New ground is being broken all over
the world—Carla Passino casts

an inquisitive eye over the freshest
desirable destinations, places that
have come on in leaps and bounds
and are ripe for property investment

Horses &

Calgary

N OW that Vancouver's showing signs of cooling down,
another Canadian city looks set to take over:

Calgary. Like Vancouver, Calgary has a cosmopolitan

1 people will be at home in this Ce

atmosphere and a spectacular setting. It sits at the conflu-
of two rivers—the Bow and the Elbow—where the
s meet the Canadian Prairies, and it is as close to
the majestic slopes of Lake Louise and the Columbia
Icefields (a spectacular relic of the last Ice Age) as it is to
the whimsical outcrops of the Badlands. The local econ-

omy, which boomed until 2014, is beginning to rebound
after a tough couple of years. Among the engines of
growth is culture. As well as the Alberta College of Art
and Design, the city

Kim Whyte of K
Whyte, says: ‘Ne
are buzzing with

awealth of museums and galleries.

X Realty Professionals’ Parai
affluent, suburban neighbourhoods
staurants, cafes, bars, spas and shops.'
al
on a par with its western counterpart, but this hardly

A former Vancouver resident, she thinks Calgary isn't yet

detracts from its charm: ‘Calgary's friendly, affluent,
always changing, safe—and a great place to call home.”

Norris Coulee Trail CAD$1.896 million (£1.15 million) - £ Ny " 5
Horses would love this four-bedroom property (above)
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Room with a view at Villa Noche

~Nicaragua

A ER a troubled past, Nicaragua
is drawing attention—and with
good reason. The largest country in
Central America, it is as fiercely
beautiful as it is unspoilt. The tur-
quoise Caribbean coastline, sheltered
behind coral reefs, is hardly developed,
despite palm-studded Little Corn Island
regularly appearing high in the
ings of the best Caribbean beaches.

ank-

Sandwiched between the two coasts

are long, lush stretches of tropical
rainforest, highlands and plains flecked
with coff
canoes. If y

ates and towering vol-

're brave, you can surf
on the ash on the very active volcano
Cerro Negro. Should this not suffice,
Nicaragua has two more cards to play
in the game of Central American one-
upmanship with Costa Rica: the pretty
towns of Granada and Ledn

Both Granada and the Pacific
shore around San Juan del Sur are

among the areas that have recently
caught the ¢
ers, particularly those from
Britain and Ireland. ‘Word is getting

¢ of international buy-

out,” states Richard Puntis of Sothe-
by's International

San Juan del Sur $1.495 million
(£1.188 miillion)

Few houses can top Villa Noche for
scenery. On the cliffs of Pacific Marfin,
this modern four-bedroom property
enjoys ocean views from every room
The best place to soak up the pano-
rama is the free-form infinity pool with
swim-up bar and spa bath. Through
Nicaragua Sotheby's International (00
505 8770 0778; www.nicaraguasir.com

Belas Clube de Campo offers excellent leisure facilities

=~ Lisbon

ISBON is poised to steal Barcelona’s crown as the Iber-
ian peninsula’s most dynamic city, thanks to a combin-
ation of innovation, coastal appeal and thriving culture.
Like Barcelona, it combines fascinating architecture with
easy access to miles of golden beaches. “Very few major
cities benefit from urban-, beach- and hillside-living oppor-
tunities within less than 30 minutes’ range of excellent
communications,” notes Bruno Martins of Belas Clube de
Campo. This new buzz—coupled with Portugal’s highly
effective programmes to entice foreign investment—is
attracting growing numbers of international buyers, who
are looking for a good investment in a mature market
‘Many come to live here with their families,” explains
Sr Martins. *
months here. The

ny come to retire. Others spend some
find high-quality construction and
a lower price than the rest of the world.

Above all, however, ‘Lisbon offers a quiet and secure life
thing works and where visitors

in a country where ev
are welcomed as if they were Portuguese citizens. They
do not feel like foreigners. They feel at home'.

Belas Clube de Campo €900,000 (£768,040)

In lush parkiand 20 minutes from central Lisbon, Belas Clube
de Campo is a low-density community of family homes, town
houses and apartments, with access to sporting and leisure
amenities, including a championship golf course. This three-
bedroom town house, part of Belas's new release, features
contemporary architecture, a lovely garden and a private pool
(00 351 219 626 616; www.realestate.belasclubedecampo.pt)
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Villa Olivia looks across vineyards

= Croatia
ELENA CVIJETKOVIC of Savills
is a little hesitant to call her
native Croatia the new Italy—Croatia
is unique. That said, a shared past,
asea in common and similar weather

ensure some parts of the countr;
comparable to its Eastern neighbour.
The most obvious of these is Istria,
the large Adriatic peninsula that was
once part of the Venetian Republic.
autiful, long coastline dotted

with fjords (page 36) and, inland, it's

peppered with hilltop towns and vine-
yards that recall Tusca

Cvjetkovic. For example, there is the
village of Motovun, a jumble of cob-
bled streets sheltered behind thick
medieval walls, and the hilltop town

of Groznj as famous for its deli-
cious white truffle. Further south,
elegant Pula harks back to Roman
times, with many beguiling ruins.

Perhaps the most ‘Italian’ is
Dubrovnik, which draws a compari-
son with Venice as they have the
same brand of magical, almost prof-
ligate beauty.

However,

in Italy, many choose
to settle in villages rather than in
cities. ‘Dubrovnik has a sequence of
beautiful little villags
tha
ut
are in high demand.’

and islands

are private yet just 20-30 min-
s away from the city centre. They

Vizinada €595,000 (£510,094)

On the south side of Istria’s Mima Valley,

Vila Olivia enjoys views across vineyards
and olve groves towardss the sea. Designed

by an award-winning Croatian architect,

this three-bedroom stone house comes
with a feature fireplace in the iving room,
barbecue terraces and an outdoor pool.

Through Savills (0207016 37
savills.com)

www.countrylife.co.uk/internationa

MALVEIRA - CASCAIS SANT

Superb villa with sea view, gardens and terraces
5 bedrooms and swimming pool | 850sqm

€ 3.200.000

OS - LISBOA

Charming apartment recently refurbished
4 bedrooms | 333sgm beach | 1h from Lisbon | 5ha

€ 1.500.000

MUDA - COMPORTA

Plot in the middie of nature and close to the

€ 650.000

BARNES PORTUGAL
Boutique Chiado - Rua Paiva de Andrada 3 | +351 211 977 230
www.barnes-portugal.com | portugal@barnes-international.com

&S OUF reviews attest.

See more at casalsaopedro.com.
Available for the long and short term at negotiable rates.
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This perfectly unique quinta seeks tenants who wish to be near Sintra, Cascais and the Lt
Lisbon airport. The lovely, traditional, 4-bedroom house features an expansive and . "
most charmed garden as well as staff and an attentive English manager. An ideal place .

to experience privacy, convenience, service and beauty - the very best of Portugal,
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Chateau de la Trouquette
“Make your dream of living in a French Chateau a reality”  €595,000
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