
Interiors

Keep warm this 
winter

When it’s frosty outside, nothing makes 
your house more inviting than soft 

throws, cushions and cosy accessories, 
says Carla Passino

Give your living room a snug, homely feel by pairing muted grey tones with 
warm neutrals. This check throw by John Lewis is perfect against the simple 
lines of the Balmoral chair, deep-pile rugs and a richly texturised Mongolian-fur 
cushion. Throw, £170, Balmoral chair, £900, matching stool, £325, cushion £60, 
rugs from £375, all John Lewis (0345 604 9049; www.johnlewis.com)
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A s the evenings begin to draw in, 
this is the perfect time to get your 
house ready to brave the winter 
ahead. soft furnishings make it easy 

to bring into your rooms the warm neutrals, 
deep blues and rich purples that, together with 
tactile textures, create a mellow, cocooning 
atmosphere. To banish the cold from the 
sitting room, little beats a combination of 
soft, luxurious throws and patterned or deep- 
pile rugs, with a judicious sprinkling of 

plump cushions for an extra-welcoming feel.
And don’t be afraid to mix and match 

hues and textures—pair natural tones of 
cream and dove grey with plum or slate 
blue or try furry sheepskin against chunky 
knits. In the bedroom, layering is the key 
word: group pillows and cushions over  
a statement bedspread and plush, Egyptian-
cotton bedlinen.

Throughout the house, lighting is crucial 
to turn dark, forbidding rooms into airy, 

inviting spaces. A good option is to flank 
ceiling, wall and picture lights with strate-
gically placed lamps to achieve a relaxing, 
diffuse scheme that still provides a spot of 
brightness where you need it.

Fireplaces are another obvious focal 
point in winter. If they look tired, give them 
a lift with new, elegant chimneypieces.  
A wood-burning stove is perfect to add 
warmth to a family room, and nothing is 
better than an Aga in the kitchen.

Keep winter at bay with this bold, furry chaise 
by London furniture designer Amy Somer- 

ville. Handmade in England, it’s sumpt- 
uously upholstered in thick, warm 

Mongolian sheepskin over a black- 
ened and limed American black-
walnut base. £6,240, through 
Amy Somerville (020–7586 2211; 
www.amysomerville.com)

Warmth is only one of the many advantages of having an Aga in your kitchen. 
Perfect for a busy family, this striking four-oven cooker has roasting, baking 
and simmering ovens for succulent meat, feather-light cakes and slow-cooked 
stews, plus a warming oven that’s ideal for tricky dishes such as meringues. 
It also comes with simmering and boiling plates and a choice of warming plate or 
two-ring hob. Available in a range of colours and fuels. Prices for a four-oven Aga 
start at £8,925. For more details, contact Aga (0845 712 5207; www.agaliving.com)

Luke Irwin is the master of British rug design and 
his collections draw inspiration from as far afield 
as Babylon, Tibet and the Atlas Mountains.  Made 
to measure in wool, silk or cashmere, Dreamweaver 
is a hand-knotted rug in a beautiful geometric 
design. A silk version measuring 2.43m by 2.43m 
is currently in stock priced at £7,199. Otherwise, 
you can order a bespoke one made to suit your 
requirements. For more details, contact Luke 
Irwin (020–7730 6070; www.lukeirwin.com)
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Will Fisher, the founder of Jamb,  
is an avid collector and has one of 
the largest collections of antique 
chimneypieces in Britain. Whether 
you prefer a genuine antique or  
a reinterpretation of a period piece, 
his company can supply it. A new 
addition to the range is the Clarence, 
a clean-lined marble chimneypiece 
inspired by a Regency original. It 
has a simple shelf set above carved 
paterae and a panelled frieze. 
£3,360 through Jamb (020–7730 
2122; www.jamb.co.uk)

This season is awash in blues and purples. 
‘Deep, dark blue-purples and the pinker 
mauve-purples are rich, warm and 
uplifting,’ explains Emma Mawston, 
head of design at Liberty’s. ‘Blues are 
popular because they can be deep and 
sophisticated, bringing us natural indigo 
and denim hues inspired by the wonder- 
ful ceramics created by Delft, Wedgwood 
and De Morgan.’

Reminiscent of peacock tails, the ele- 
gant Hera fabric comes in azure, slate 
blue and anemone and is perfect for 
cushions. Scatter a few, or combine Hera 
with other fabrics from Liberty, such as 
Wallace Secret Garden and Jeffery Rose 
Tree. From top: Hera cushion in slate 
blue, £95, Wallace Secret Garden in Grey 
Mist, £95, Jeffery Rose Tree in Golden, 
£150, all from Liberty (020–7734 1234; 
www.liberty.co.uk)

If you hanker for the warm scents of spring 
in the middle of winter, the Villa Médicis 
candle by French perfumers Astier de 
Villatte conjures up the fragrance of the 
Villa Medici gardens in Rome: lemon-tree 
leaves, lavender and oregano flowers on 
ancient cedarwood. The candle, which is 
made of plant wax with a cotton wick and 
contains no paraffin or petrochemicals, 
is available in both a ceramic and a glass 
jar. Priced at £120 and £60 respectively at 
Liberty (020–7734 1234; www.liberty.co.uk)

Made of 100% mulberry silk and featuring a subtle ridge design, Gingerlily’s elegant, 
understated Louis bedspread not only adds immediate visual interest to any bed-
room, but also helps regulate your body temperature for a great night’s sleep. 
Available in coffee or soft blue, with matching cushions. £799 through Amara (0800 
587 7645; www.amara.com)


